
 

                                         

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

             

 

 

WORTHAM WALKERS 

Wortham Walkers will be meeting on Tuesday 2nd April at Hopton in time to start 

a walk led by Alan and Pam at 10.30 am.  

Parking is expected to be at the village hall next to 

the school in Hopton and there will be an 

opportunity for a drink or / and lunch at a nearby 

pub. Everyone welcome, also dogs on leads. 

More info from John Scott on 01379 650009 or 

email juliejohn_scott@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

2 The Future of Wortham Village Hall? 2 April.    W&B Sunday Club, 7 April      

3 Tales of an Auctioneer - An Evening with Elizabeth Talbot, 10 April        

4 Did You Jive in 55 – Singalong with all of the hits 1955-1963, 12 April        

5 Wortham Village Hall Quiz Night & Hog Roast, 13 April         

6 What to do with the Kids in the Holidays – Peter Rabbit film at Palgrave, 17 April       

7 FoBHC AGM and Farewell to Dr Tim Cooke, 29 April  Borderhoppa       

8 Diss Town Hall events for April Wortham Village Hall for your party?            

9 Bill’s Birds for April             

10 Good Samaritans wanted  Tea’s Made        

11 Next four screenings at Palgrave Community Cinema      

12 Girlguiding in Diss – Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Seniors     

13 Park Radio – Coffee and Tea Breaks – name your record choices       

14 Rickinghall & District Community Transport  FoBHC AGM & Dr Tim Cooke     

15 Beyond the Wall – Spring, Forthcoming Events      

16 Suffolk Wildlife Trust – Redgrave & Lopham Fen – Open Day and sale, 14 April          

17 Burgate Village News                          

18 The Sheila Rush Page                          

19         Wortham Bowls Club   The Awakening Fen – Art Exhibition                    

20 Dates for your April Diary   WOBUL contact details 
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Next meeting 7th April 
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The Borderhoppa 2019 outings leaflet is now available. We have many trips arranged 

throughout the year including pub lunches, garden centres, the coast, mystery tours, 

boat trips and many more.  You can pick up a leaflet at your local library, information 

centre, GP surgery, from one of our drivers or by calling the office and we’ll post one 

to you. 

Need help with transport?  Borderhoppa buses are available to people of all ages 

who are unable to use ordinary bus services either because of mobility difficulties or 

because there isn’t a bus service for them to use. 

Our door-to-door dial a ride service can take you shopping, to medical appointments 

(excluding hospitals), to visit a friend or relative or attend a local club. 

If you would like to find out more about the great service we provide please call us 

on 01379 854800 or visit our website www.borderhoppa.org 

 

 

 
    

FoBHC 
 

The Annual General Meeting 

 of The Friends of Botesdale Health Centre will be held at 

The Botesdale Health Centre 

Monday 29 April at 7.30 pm 
      

There will be tours of the new building by the Partners of the Practice, and 
information about the future use, occupants, etc. 

       

This evening will also mark the official retirement of                               
Dr Tim Cooke and everyone will be welcome to come along to 

enjoy a drink and refreshments on this occasion. 
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Wortham Village Hall for your next party? 

Are you thinking of organising a birthday party, an engagement party or a 

similar event? Then Wortham Village Hall could meet your needs. The Hall is 

available for hire by members of the public as well as by groups and clubs.  

With a large floor area for dancing, a well-equipped modern kitchen and plenty 
of parking space, the Hall may provide just what you need for a family 

gathering or social event.  

For booking information and hire rates contact Mike Burgess on 01379 898037. 
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BILL’S BIRDS FOR APRIL 

First of all, I would like to thank Matt for supplying a picture for this month’s column.  Appropriately the 

subject concerns migration and it is spring, and we are expecting the arrival of many of our summer 

visitors.  Some will already be here—the Swallow on 17th February, a single bird at Sudbourne in 

Suffolk.  Sand Martins should already be here and usually seen on Lackford Lakes. 

This year spring, even summer, seems to be here already with record temperatures in late February, plus 

blue skies and no rain.  Our present bird vocalists are doing their best, notably the Song Thrush, the Hedge 

Sparrow and of course, the Robin.  It is as though the stage is ready and the curtains drawn back but the 

other actors have still to arrive.  Who will hear the first Cuckoo?  It is usually on Redgrave Fen or coming 

up the Fen Lane valley. 

Goodbye to those winter thrushes, the Redwings, Field Fares, and also the colorful Waxwings, (only a few 

this winter) - all will be on their way north.  On 13th February I saw and heard a skein of Pink Footed Geese 

coming over Redgrave Lake and going north to the Fen then west to Hinderclay. Possibly due to the warm 

weather they were becoming restless and taking short journeys before their long flight north to Iceland 

and Greenland. 

Warblers will appear soon to join the ‘home singers’, but some of the species, the Black Cap, may have 

stayed here over the winter months instead of going to and from the Mediterranean.  Three gardens in our 

parish have had them at their bird feeders.   

Several birds have arrived in this country to stay and not just on migration.  The Collar Dove, ‘common’ 

after only its first appearance circa fifty years ago, and the Little Egret about the same time.  Several pairs 

nest near Redgrave Lake.  Two other members of the egret family are making occasional appearances—

the Great White and the Cattle.  I suspect within ten to twenty years they will also join the Little Egret in 

numbers. 

Recently, I have been fortunate enough to be able to visit Redgrave Lake.  What a home for residential 

duck, Mallard, Gadwell and the Tufted, but also for many visitors: Widgeon, Pochard, Teal and 

Shoveller.  Coots abound as do visiting gulls. 

Soon will come early Swallows and later Martins and Swifts to the lake.  These 

birds usually first appear for the flies that abound near the water.  Later you may 

be able to see the Common Tern ‘passing through’ and possibly the Black Tern 

(if you are very lucky).  The heronry will fill later as will the gathering of Little 

Egrets. 

I have left until last the three pairs of Great Crested Grebes.  Beautiful large 

diving birds, with prominent brown/orange crests.  Pairs have affectionate 

mating displays and the parents may later be observed carrying their young on 

their backs. 

April will be a very busy month for ‘birders.  Do keep in touch.  How grateful we 

are to Matt for his migration cartoon. 

Reproduction of cartoon by kind permission of The Telegraph 
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Wanted - a few Good Samaritans. 

 

 

TEA’S MADE                                

You are invited to a weekly meeting with a difference. There are no agendas, no objectives 

and nothing on sale. The event is nothing more than an opportunity to meet new 

neighbours or old friends over a cuppa and a piece of homemade cake in a relaxed 

atmosphere. We meet every week in Wortham Village Hall on Wednesdays, between 2 

and 4 pm. 

Some of our regulars are among the 50 or so people who live alone in the Wortham area 

and they look forward to a weekly outing to have a natter. We try to avoid discussions on 

health problems, Brexit or Donald Trump, but we don’t always succeed! 

And the price for this get-together over tea, coffee and cake? Anything you like. We must 

pay for village hall hire and refreshment supplies and they’re covered by voluntary 

contributions. 

For more information call Miriam Quinn on 01379 898864.                                                                                 

Or just join us on Wednesday afternoon.                                                                                          

No reservation is necessary. 

This is an appeal for a few big-hearted people willing to help a volunteer group that runs 
a weekly cake and chinwag get-together every Wednesday afternoon in Wortham 
Village Hall. 

The original stimulus was the revelation in the Parish Survey that more than 50 people 
in Wortham live alone and might appreciate a regular opportunity to get together with 
neighbours. Since we started Tea’s Made almost two years ago, the number of regular 
and occasional participants has grown to more than 40 including several couples. The 
weekly average is about 20 some of whom rarely miss a week. 

We need help in two areas. First, our small team needs Good Samaritans to help set out 
tables and chairs or provide short car rides for those with limited mobility. 

We would also appreciate help in identifying others in Wortham who would enjoy tea or 
coffee and a piece of cake over a chat about almost anything. (We do try to avoid Brexit 
and Donald Trump but rarely succeed.) 

The reward for being part of the Tea’s Made team? The knowledge that a simple event 
makes such a big difference to many people in our community. 

If you can help in any way please contact Miriam Quinn on 01379 898864 or at qmiriamq@btinternet.com 
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Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Seniors 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1st Diss Rainbows had an amazing evening attending the Diss Panto of Dick Whittington. 
The girls giggled throughout and loved every minute of it.  
 
1st Diss Brownies are looking forward to attending a Brownie activity day with the other 
Brownie groups in the district. They will get to meet lots of other girls their age and do 
lots of love themed activities and gain the Spread the Love Challenge Badge.   
 
2nd Diss Guides and Senior Section have got an exciting trip planned to go to London to 
see Wicked. Getting to see a show in the West End is something that all the girls are 
counting down the days for!  
 
Not only do the girls get to go on trips out, but with the new GirlGuiding programme 
coming into full swing, the girls are getting to complete skill builders such as first aid, 
learning invaluable skills that can help them stay safe and to help them save lives.  
 
GirlGuiding is for girls ages 5-18 and is all about building up their confidence, meeting 
new people and learning new things. The girls meet once a week in Diss and they get to 
choose what they do within the meetings, whether that be baking or running a charity 
event for example.   
 
If you think your daughter may be interested in joining Rainbows, Brownies, Guides or 
Seniors or you would like to volunteer then please register your interest on the 
Girlguiding website www.girlguiding.org.uk or contact Helen on 0750 605 0292 or 
girlguidingdiss@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/
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MID MORNING COFFEE BREAK 
 

CALLING ALL LOCAL BUSINESSES, 

GROUPS, CLUBS, SOCIETIES 

 

WE ARE INVITING ALL OF THE ABOVE TO BE PART OF PARK RADIO. 

WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU, WE WILL PLAY 3 SONGS OF YOUR 

CHOICE ON AIR DURING OUR MID MORNING COFFEE BREAK! 

AT NO COST TO YOU 

                  AT 

YOUR CHANCE TO WIN YOURSELF A 

PARK RADIO TEA COASTER 

SIMPLY SEND US 3 SONGS OF YOUR CHOICE AND WE WILL PLAY THESE 

FOR YOU DURING OUR AFTERNOON SHOW 
    

 

     

LAST ORDERS  

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! 

SEND US 2 SONG CHOICES OF WHAT YOU WOULD LIKE  

TO LISTEN TO JUST BEFORE WE CALL LAST ORDERS AT 11PM 

SO ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS EITHER EMAIL US AT                       

info@parkradio.co.uk or call us on 01379 210000 
 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU 

 

mailto:info@parkradio.co.uk
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FoBHC 
 

The Annual General Meeting 

 of The Friends of Botesdale Health Centre will be held at 

The Botesdale Health Centre 

Monday 29 April at 7.30 pm 
      

There will be tours of the new building by the Partners of the Practice, and information 
about the future use, occupants, etc. 

       

This evening will also mark the official retirement of                                                
Dr Tim Cooke and everyone will be welcome to come along to enjoy a drink and 

refreshments on this occasion. 
 

 
RICKINGHALL & DISTRICT COMMUNITY TRANSPORT 

 
A huge 'thank you' to the 
numerous organisations which so 
generously donate to our 
community bus thus ensuring its 
future operation.  Also, to the 
special people who fundraise and 
donate so generously. 
 
A special 'thank you' to the parish 
councils of Redgrave, Botesdale, Rickinghall, Wattisfield and Stanton which ring-
fence funds on an annual basis to ensure a replacement vehicle when necessary. 
 

From all the people who use and need the bus, again, thank you. 
 
Gordon Lawrence 
Community Bus Co-ordinator 
Tel: 01379 897109 
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Redgrave and Lopham Fen 

Plant Sale 

Sunday 14th April 

10am to 3pm 

Free parking,   Adults £1.50,   Children free 

Over 20 award-winning and specialist nurseries 

           PLUS 

                       Second-hand tools 

                      Donated plants 

                                                      Peachey’s Preserves 

                                                                                               The Flying Chef hot dogs 

Hot and cold refreshments 

Dogs on leads welcome 

 

Redgrave and Lopham Fen  

Near Bressingham   IP22 2HX 

redgrave.learning@suffolkwildlifetrust.org 

01379 688333 

 

 

mailto:redgrave.learning@suffolkwildlifetrust.org
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Burgate Village News 
 

 
Don’t forget – the kettle’s on every Tuesday at the Church Hall in 
Burgate.  Do come along and enjoy a hot drink and homemade cakes, 
meet your neighbours, catch up with old friends, bring children.  10.00 
am until 12 noon.  Look for the ‘A’ board by the side of the road. 
 

 
   Church Flowers - 21st, 28th April - Shudy Walker 
  

Hall Cleaning - Judi Tann  
 

 

Did you know……. 
……. that you can hire Burgate Church Hall for meetings, parties and other social events?    
It has a very well- equipped kitchen with excellent cooking facilities, fridge, microwave 
and dishwasher.   Toilet facilities are modern and are fully disabled accessible.    
 
Contact Judi Tann on  01379 783302 for further details.    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Burgate Plant Sale 
Saturday 4th May at 2.00 pm 

Burgate Church Hall 

Come early for the best selection of plants for your garden, all reasonably priced.           

There is ample parking and refreshments will be available. 
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THE SHEILA RUSH PAGE 

Quiz & Hog Roast. There will be a Village Hall Quiz & Hog Roast fundraiser on Saturday 13 April at 7:30pm. 

Doors open at 7:00pm and the cost is £10 per person in teams of four people. A vegetarian alternative to 

the hog roast will be available on request. There will also be a bar and a raffle. To reserve a table, call Mike 

Cornish on 01379 309538 or email: family.cornish@gmail.com. 

Would you be able to help? Wortham Village Hall is run by a team of volunteers, who as well as managing 

the booking and day-to-day maintenance of the hall, also organise fundraising events such as our ever-

popular Quiz Nights. Without the energy and effort of this team the hall will not be able to operate, and 

the village would lose a valuable facility. We are looking for new people to bring fresh ideas to our 

committee. If you have a little time to spare and would be interested in joining us, please contact the chair 

of the management committee, Barry Higgs, on 01379 898261 or email barryhiggs_47@btinternet.com. 

Bowls Club. A well-attended club pre-season presentation Dinner was held at Diss Golf Club on Friday 22 

March. Also in attendance was the Club President, Mike Erith. Trophies from the 2018 club competitions 

were awarded by Chairman Bernie Twigg. In addition to his usual club duties, Bernie has accepted the post 

of president of the Upper Waveney League for 2019 and will be busy visiting all the clubs in the area and 

organising a President’s Day event in August.  

Results of the 2018 club competitions were: Ladies Singles: Elizabeth Pursehouse; Men’s Singles: Charlie 

Gooderham; Triples: Jim Bromley, John Bows & James Carpenter; Four Wood Pairs: Charlie Gooderham 

& Peter Jenner; Three Wood Pairs: Peter Jenner & Charlie Gooderham; Two Wood Singles: Derek Frost; 

Handicap: Mark Potter; Plate: Richard Pursehouse; Eddie Hall Trophy: Charlie Gooderham. During the 

evening a large raffle was held.  

The official season opening event to be held on Easter Saturday, 20 April (weather permitting) will be for 

an informal roll-up from 2pm onwards; new members are welcome to join and have a go at playing. Please 

note that on Friday evenings from 6pm you can go to the club for an informal roll up. 

Ted Ling. A service of thanksgiving for the life of farmer Edward ‘Ted’ Ling, who died peacefully in hospital 

on Christmas Day, aged 82, was held at St Peter’s Church, Palgrave. The service was conducted by Rev 

Adrian Watkins with David Ivory as organist. Family reflections were given by William Ling, a tribute by 

fellow farmer Martin Wilby and readings by Ed Ling and Rev Ginny Manning, who recited from the bible. 

Exit music was the Hallelujah Chorus by Handel which was played by Johnny Ling on a Ruffin Street Organ. 

The church was filled with 430 people including family, friends and farmers, young and old. Farmer Ted’s 

smile will be missed by all who knew him. 

Benefice Service. The Benefice Service was held at St Mary’s Church, Wortham on Sunday 24 March, when 

all churches in the North Hartismere Benefice came together to worship and celebrate Holy Communion. 

The service was conducted by Rev Adrian Watkins with Reader Graham Reardon, and the organist was 

Peter Cresswell. Readings were given by Paddy Richards and John Scott. Gospel was given by Graham 

Reardon. Prayers of Intercession were given by Lyn Pelham Burn. A lovely solo was given by Olivia Stone. 

Communion followed and the service ended with the Blessing. Coffee and biscuits were served at the back 

of the church.   
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WORTHAM BOWLS CLUB 
 
 

In 2019, Wortham finished comfortably in the top half of the Stowmarket League and 
maintained its position in Division One of the Upper Waveney League. 
 
We will be back from the winter break soon with the official season opening event to be 
held on Easter Saturday (20th April 2019). 
 
In addition to the Upper Waveney League and Stowmarket League, we have entered a 
team into the Bury & District League for the first time in many years which will play on a 
Monday afternoon. 
 
2019 will be a special season for the Club as our Chairman, Bernie Trigg, is also Honorary 
President of the Upper Waveney League for one year and will be hosting a ‘Presidents Day’ 
bowls competition in August 2019.  Clubs from across Norfolk and Suffolk will enter teams 
and the village hall will be used to serve post-match refreshments and to host the award 
of competition prizes. 
 
Upcoming fixtures 
 
The first home fixtures are Monday 22nd April starting at 2pm and Wednesday 24th April 
starting at 6:30 pm.  Full details of all fixtures and results can be found on the village 
website 
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VILLAGE HALL DATES FOR YOUR APRIL DIARY 

Morning Yoga   Tuesday     02,              23, 30   10:00 – 11:30 

Midday Yoga   Thursday     04               25   11:45 – 13:15 

Ballroom   Monday     01, 08, 15,        29   18:30 – 20:30 

Pilates    Wednesday     03, 10, 17, 24   09:30 – 10:30 

Gentle Exercise Mornings Thursday     04     09:30 – 10:30 

Gentle Exercise Evenings Wednesday     03          19:30 – 20:30 

 W&B Sunday Club  Sunday            07    09:45 – 11:00 

 Tea’s Made   Wednesday      03, 10, 17, 24   14:00 – 16:30 

 Private Function  Thursday     04                                13:30 – 18:00 

 Good Companions  Tuesday           09,        23          14:00 – 16:30 

 Junior Tennis   Monday     01       19:00 – 21:30 

 Private Function  Friday      05       17:00 – 19:00 

 Parish Council APM  Tuesday     02     19:00 

 Hypno Weight Loss  Thursday           11, 18, 25   18:30 – 20:30 

 Quiz Night   Saturday           13    19:00 – 22:30 

 FoWC Willow Weaving Friday             26   09:30 – 15:30 

 Friends of Wortham School Friday      05     17:00 – 19:00 

 Private Function  Sunday             14    10:00 – 12:00 

  

 WOBUL is published monthly as a service of the Wortham & Burgate Community Action Programme 

Members of the CAP: Terry Quinn (Chairman), Paddy Richards, Jacky Bradley,                                             

Sheila Rudland, Pete Antill, John King and Chris Williams (Treasurer). 

Editor: Mike Bowen. The Chalet, Union Lane, Wortham. IP22 1SP.                                                                                                           

Tel: 01379 650192   email: wobul@mcb-biz.net 

Your personal data is kept private and is not shared with, or sold to any outside organisation                        

The Editor thanks all contributors for their timely submissions and states that the views stated herein 

are his or those of the article contributor and not of the W&B Community Action Programme  

mailto:wobul@mcb-biz.net

