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As I will be on holiday during February, would all contributors please ensure that 
I receive your material no later than 09:00 on Monday, 26 February for insertion 
in the March edition of WOBUL.             Thank you, Mike. 
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www.palgravecinema.co.uk 
Book online, where trailers can be seen and reviews read. 

TICKETS £5 each 
 

 

 

 

 

Sat 10 FEBRUARY, 7:30pm 

VICTORIA & ABDUL 

Judy Dench & Ali Fazal 

Saturday 10 March, 7:30pm 

Murder on the Orient Express 
Branagh, Dench, Cruz, Dafoe, Depp, Jacobi & Pfeiffer, etc 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Howard Nurseries is looking for a local family to host two female horticulture students from 
Austria.  We are looking for accommodation from Saturday 16th June to Saturday 28th July 
2018, ideally with meals provided. We can provide bikes for their local transport.              
Please contact Christine Howard, sales@howardnurseries.co.uk or 01379 898529 if you can 
help. We are also grateful for newspapers to help with packing the field grown plants, 
which can be dropped into the office.  

Half term seems to be fast approaching. Howard Nurseries have a team of school, sixth form, 

and college students who work during holidays, days off from college and some Saturday 

morning from February to May. The work is varied from making boxes, moving container 

plants to putting cuttings in.  We can take students from 13 years old with a work permit. It’s 

a great way to start to learn about the world of work and gain some skills to help with their 

next step.  If you would like to learn more, please contact Christine Howard 01379 898529 

 

HOWARD NURSERIES LTD                              

WORTHAM   DISS   SUFFOLK   IP22 1PX                               

Tel: 01379 898529   Fax: 01379 898620                                        

Email: sales@howardnurseries.co.uk                 

www.howardnurseries.co.uk                                                 

WHOLESALE SUPPLIERS OF HARDY PERENNIAL PLANTS 

mailto:sales@howardnurseries.co.uk
mailto:sales@howardnurseries.co.uk
http://www.howardnurseries.co.uk/
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Need help with transport?  Borderhoppa buses are available to people of all ages who are unable 

to use ordinary bus services either because of mobility difficulties or because there isn’t a bus 

service for them to use. 

Our door-to-door dial a ride service can take you shopping, to medical appointments (excluding 

hospitals), to visit a friend or relative or attend a local club. Our regular members outings are very 

popular. We have trips to the seaside, garden centres, shopping trips, boat trips and pub lunches. 

If you would like to find out more about the great service we provide, please call us on                    

01379 854800 or visit our website www.borderhoppa@btconnect.com 
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Friends of Wortham Church 
 

December 2017 organised activities 

 

On 18th there was a Christmas wreath making day. With helpful guidance, we were 

able to design and make a wreath using greenery and flowers adding dried vegetation 

and fruits. The result was a stunning centre piece for a table or to hang on a door. 

 

Father Christmas arrived on his sleigh at the Village hall on 21st where thirty children 

and their parents enjoyed the annual visit. After meeting him, listening to a story, 

enjoying refreshments and receiving a present they all waved Father Christmas off on 

his sleigh where he disappeared into the night. 

 

The annual raffle for traditional Christmas hampers made £385 for church funds. 

 

 

Attention residents of Wortham                           

TEA’S MADE                                

You are invited to a weekly meeting with a difference. There are no agendas, no objectives 

and nothing on sale. The event is nothing more than an opportunity to meet new 

neighbours or old friends over a cuppa and a piece of homemade cake in a relaxed 

atmosphere. We meet every week in Wortham Village Hall on Wednesdays, between 2 

and 4 pm. 

Some of our regulars are among the 50 or so people who live alone in the Wortham area 

and they look forward to a weekly outing to have a natter. We try to avoid discussions on 

health problems, Brexit or Donald Trump, but we don’t always succeed! 

And the price for this get-together over tea, coffee and cake? Anything you like. We must 

pay for village hall hire and refreshment supplies and they’re covered by voluntary 

contributions. 

For more information call Miriam Quinn on 01379 898864. Or just join us on Wednesday 

afternoon. Our weekly natterfest resumes every Wednesday, starting this month on 7 

February. 

No reservation is necessary. 
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Garden notes by Linda Simpson 

We seem to have had a bigger than normal share of grey cold miserable days and January seems 

to have been quite wet. I am quite glad of the rain since having had a very dry summer and 

autumn we need the ground water levels topping up.  

However, having been busy with other things in November and December I have got very behind 

with the annual cut back and mulching. My free days when I have planned to garden have often 

been cut short or stopped altogether by the weather. As a result, I find I am having to garden 

even on the miserable damp days. One such day was yesterday. The forecast was for sleet and 

snow, but I was determined to get out and garden for as long as I could.  

Although I am not a fair-weather gardener I wasn’t relishing the prospect of going out in the cold 

and damp and ending up with numb fingers and toes. There had been a light frost overnight too, 

but I was not to be deterred.  

Well it may not have been the most enjoyable of gardening days, 

but my heart lifted when I went out. The area I was going to work 

on near the house is an area I make sure always has some interest 

in. We look out on it all the time. Planted along one side is a really 

large leaved heuchera called Bronze Beauty. Although like most 

plants it starts to look a bit less than pristine at this time of year I 

was enchanted to see the edges of 

its purple/bronze leaves were 

outlined by frost. Immediately behind it a group of winter aconites 

had come through and were flowering. They too had a decoration 

of sparkly frost outlining the flowers. What a lovely sight and one 

that was very fleeting since as the cloud had come over the frost 

quickly disappeared. It made going out on a miserable day worth 

the effort.  

Mind you after about an hour and a half when it started to snow I wasn’t sorry to have to come 

in. The snow turned to rain and the day quickly become miserable indeed. The image in my mind 

of that lovely sight first thing however made my foray in to the garden even for a short time 

worthwhile. 

This year I am mulching with spent mushroom compost as well as our own garden shreddings. I 

try and mulch / top dress most years and it varies what I use. This year we have quite a lot of our 

own woody shreddings but of course to top dress all the borders I need a great deal. The spent 

mushroom compost will help condition and add humus to our sharply drained soil.  It will of 

course always be well drained but over the years it should become a bit more retentive. Working 

my way round the garden I weed prune and think out my planting plans for the coming season 

as I go.  

It can seem like a chore when the weather is grim, but for me I find it is the best way of keeping 

in touch with my garden and to try to ensure the borders are revised and refreshed as necessary, 

particularly if plants are getting out of hand or failing to thrive.  
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NORTH HARTISMERE BENEFICE 

Wortham and Burgate Sunday Club 

Meet at Wortham Village Hall from 10.00am to 10.45am  

(followed by coffee and cookies) once a month during term time. 

Dates for Spring Term 2018 are: 

4th February 

4th March              

       Stories                           Games 

Crafts    Singing 
 

and lots of fun and friendship 
 

All children aged 4-11 welcome. 

Just turn up or ring Lyn on 788479 for more details 

 

 

 

WORTHAM WALKERS 

We now walk on the first Tuesday of each month.  Next walk – Tuesday 06 February 

The walk is planned for Tyrrel’s Wood just north of Pulham Market to the east of the A140. 
Lunch afterwards is proposed at nearby Goodies Farm Shop at about 12.30 pm. 

     

Tyrrel’s Wood is a 43-acre wood owned by the Woodland Trust and is On Boudicca’s Way between Long Stratton 
and Pulham Market. The paths are mostly wide and even, muddy in places, but there are no stiles and, being in 
a wood, the paths are quite sheltered from the wind. There is a car park at the southern entrance to the wood 
(one or two large potholes to be avoided) and the plan is to walk up to Wood Green Farm and then back through 
the wood on a different path, roughly 3 miles. Footwear to cope with the muddy parts will be the most important 
equipment to bring. 
     

Directions: Take the A140 towards Norwich; after the roundabout at Pulham Market (where the B1134 meets 
the A140), travel about a mile further towards Long Stratton to the sign “Bistro / Restaurant” pointing right to 
Common Road which passes Goodies Farm Shop on your right; ½ a mile further on is Wood Lane on your left, 
and ½ a mile down this lane is the car park where we are meeting. Postcode for satnav: IP21 4XT. 
     

It would be useful to know if you plan to come so that we can expect you in case you miss the turning and arrive 
late.      John Scott. Email:  juliejohn_scott@yahoo.co.uk  01379 650009 
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Burgate Village News 
 
Don’t forget – the kettle’s on every Tuesday at the Church Hall in 
Burgate.  Do come along and enjoy a hot drink and homemade cakes, 
meet your neighbours, catch up with old friends, bring children.  10.00 
am until 12 noon.  Look for the ‘A’ board by the side of the road. 
 

Plant Sale – 12th May 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The ever popular Burgate plant sale will take place in the Church Hall on Saturday 12th 
May, this may seem some way off but we are always welcome contributions of plants 
for sale in aid of church funds.    Why not plant just a few seeds now and donate the 
results when they are potted up – every contribution however small is very gratefully 
received.   
 
Kettles On Christmas Lunch 
Many thanks to all those who contributed food and their time to organise the Kettles 
On Christmas Lunch on 19th December.   Everyone enjoyed a marvellous buffet lunch 
and a profit of over £50 was made on the raffle which was donated to church funds.    
 
Church Flowers      Hall Cleaning 
4th February   Liz Chapman  Gina Cole 
11th February  Fee Robertson 
(No flowers in Lent)     
 
Church Hall Booking Secretary:  Judi Tann, 01379 783302 
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Bill’s Birds 

Welcome to another year of Bill’s Birds.  Though I do not walk far these days, I know of nearby familiar 

walks which may well produce some interesting winter bird life.  Near our Rickinghall home I could hear 

birds in the tops of local Ash trees.  I last heard and saw Siskins in Alders at Lackford Bird Reserve not far 

from its Centre.  High in the tops of these trees and singing and ‘bird chattering’ to each other.  Not easy to 

see in a strong setting sun and a brisk wind.  They have a lovely soft chatter to each other, by way of 

communication in their winter flocks.  In summer they stay north, and they are a charming sight at the 

feeders in bird reserves such as those off the Whinlatter Pass in the Lake District.  The bird is finch-sized 

with lots of green plumage, especially the males.       

And then, believe it or not, a Great White Egret at a much-visited pool on the 

Redgrave Fen adjoining the Redgrave to South Lopham road at the county 

boundary.  This was a thrilling sight.  Its first appearance in Suffolk was in 

1984.  Much bigger than our now common Little Egret.  This attractive bird, the 

size of a Heron, has gradually been spreading sporadically through England.  It 

has a yellow bill except in the breeding season.    This was a ‘geriatric twitch’, 

best seen from the main road.  Last ‘twitched’ by my wife in the marshes north of Stiffkey (North Norfolk), 

who was also with me on this sighting.  I remember the excitement when the first Little Egret was seen in 

Suffolk in the 1960’s.  See how it has thrived and is now common enough on the coast.  I have seen twelve 

together on this mentioned Redgrave Fen pool, also one annually in the valley below our home.  What 

next?  When shall we see the third member of the egret family, the Cattle Egret, named because it feeds 

off insects on the backs of cattle.  A few have been seen in England since 2001.       

One of the winter scenes I love is the appearance of flocks of Lapwings, mostly from the Continent.  This 

year I saw a flock of about 200 birds in early December in the morning light over Redgrave lake.  The flocks 

bunch and stretch in a characteristic manner.  The black and white colouring distinguishes Lapwings from 

other winter flocks.       

I have already mentioned a Redgrave murmuration of Starlings, but I was thrilled to see a much larger one 

on a visit to Southwold.  After a beautiful afternoon with a setting sun over the Common and Walberswick, 

we were returning home when I noticed from afar the fascinating changing shapes of a murmuration over 

the Hen Reed Beds Reserve.  As we approached the zig-zag turnings of the main road, the murmuration 

was overhead and we parked at the Reserve car park just in time to see the birds dipping into the reed 

beds, literally in their thousands, and immediately start their friendly chattering (do they chat to each other 

in flight?).  Directly overhead the sky was amass with thousands of Starlings.  What a memory to be literally 

surrounded by this huge gathering of roosting birds.  This flocking instinct is brought to perfection by 

Starlings.  Other birds have roosts, but their flocking seems more of individual birds (e.g. Rooks), and not 

‘en masse’.  This instinctive close-flocking is similar to fish shoals.  It is a method of survival.  If you ‘fall out 

of line’ of roost or shoal, there is bound to be a predator ready to pick off the sick bird or fish. 

And lastly, what about our Redwings and Field Fares?  Fewer reports except for a single Field Fare in a 

Rickinghall friend’s orchard.  It soon finished off the remaining apples, chattering away happily to itself or, 

indeed, to the orchard owner. 

As I write the New Year is upon us. The shortest day is past, and we have had one camellia flower bloom in 

one of our outdoor pots.  

 A Happy New Year 
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1066 - A MEDIEVAL MOSAIC                                                                                                                          

The complete recreation of the Bayeux Tapestry painted on 3 million pieces of spring steel, 

 

and extended to include the Battles of Fulford and Stamford Bridge in which the English repulsed the last 

invasion by Vikings under Harald Hardrada, King of Norway before marching to Hastings to be conquered 

two weeks later by the invading Duke William of Normandy, and his subsequent coronation at Westminster 

on Christmas Day, 1066. This later finale depicts the events in the missing panels of the original embroidery.  

The Mosaic was designed, built and painted by New Zealand father and daughter, 

Michael and Rachael Linton. It took at total of 33 years’ dedicated work by this 

small team, and resulted in the 2012 Guinness world record for the ‘World’s 

Largest Steel Mosaic.’ As publicised in last month’s WOBUL, this amazing life work 

is on exhibition at Riduna Park, Melton, Woodbridge IP12 1RT, until 16 February, 

closed Mondays and Tuesdays.   07391 618921.  www.medievalmosaic.com. 

Michael Linton was a textile technician by trade and between 1985 and 2016 was in business with his wife 

Gillian as a knitwear manufacturer and retailer. Rachael Linton is a gilder, designer and full-time artist who 

had decorated many UK homes, furniture fine art and frames as well as interior and exterior architecture. 

This recreation of the Bayeux Tapestry depicting the Battle of Hastings in 1066 was created out of 3,000,000 

pieces of spring steel, each with an area of about 7 sq. millimetres, are off-cuts from patterning disks used 

on large industrial knitting machines. There are 72 or 84 teeth on each disk. Each time a pattern was changed,  

the 1296 disks on 36 drums were replaced by 1296 for the next pattern. The next task was to break the teeth 

from the 40,000+ disks that were collected with a specially-made hand tool, and then washed in white spirit. 

Teeth were then placed 

on a glass plate a few at 

a time and carefully 

pushed into place. Once 

an area measuring 5cm 

wide and 30 cm long  
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was achieved, the masking tape was carefully 

placed over the pieces. 400 mm strips of masking 

tape were prepared ready for applying. The 

metal base was rolled up for easy storage. 

Several years were spent constructing the metal 

canvas until 64 metres was assembled.                         

Next: after filling any holes with individual pieces, other 

gaps were filled when the surface was coloured black 

with Kiwi shoe polish. The gaps disappeared when the 

polish was applied to create to make the background. It 

took 105 tins to colour the complete 64 metres. 

The next major task was to make a paper drawing of the tapestry at full scale to ensure that everything was 

in the correct place and fitted into the 64 metres before painting could start. The pencil drawings were re-

drawn many times, and after many years of research, the 22 metres of artwork was complete. 

       

The fifth stage was to draw a faint outline on to the metal surface. This was coated with black enamel paint 

and the detail and colours were finally added. In keeping with the original tapestry, eight colours in all were 

used to complete the work: silver, gold, navy, red, forest green, light blue, light green and black.  

Each colour was applied one at a time across the entire picture, using a very fine 00 nylon paint brush, saving 

much time by not needing to clean up each time there was a paint change. An array of syringes from the 

local vet was used to hold the paint. Glass plates about 10mm above the surface were used to stop contact 

between hand and metal. 

Most of the painting was carried out in the evening under artificial light. A double fluorescent-tubed-lamp 

was placed directly in front of the picture as it took a considerable amount of light to illuminate the mosaic. 

 

By the end of the first year of painting, the colour silver was finished, then back to the beginning to start 

painting the colour gold. This took almost two years, followed by red with one year’s work, and so on. The 

paint used 
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was a hard specialist super quality heavy bodied gloss enamel with a drying time of 24 hours.  This example 

is for guidance only and shows how the colours are applied one at a time. Exact colour reproduction here is 

difficult due to the photographs being fourth-hand. The finished metal tapestry’s actual colours are sharp 

and clear. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After painting, the picture was glued to a 9mm MDF backing board and then painted with three coats of 

polyurethane (first a light spray coat, the second a light brushed coat and finally a heavy brushed coat) to 

protect the mosaic. Before framing, the picture had to be scanned. A five metre table was constructed with 

an A3 scanner mounted at table height. The pictures were mounted on drinking straws to roll the pictures 

across the scanner. Batons were glued to the side of the boards once the scanning was complete. 

      

As they were unable to obtain the original frames, an 

order was placed to have a die made. Although they 

only needed 25 kg of framing, a dark green coloured 

aluminium run of 250 kg was required. A new 

compound mitre metal cutting saw was purchased for 

the task of framing the 64-metre mosaic. 

 

This picture shows all 35 finished frames bookended by Rachael (L) and Michael (R). However, the travelling 

exhibition needs to be flexible in its layout due to the variable nature of different locations. 

 

Pencil Silver Gold Navy 

Red Light Blue Light Green Forest Green 
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In the event of an invitation to display the mosaic at other venues, transport boxes have been manufactured. 

These boxes accommodate four panels, at 12.5 kg per panel, each box weighs 60 kg when fully packed. 

 

 

                             

In what is perhaps the greatest accolade yet, The Lintons were invited to exhibit the Medieval Mosaic in the 

Crypt Gallery of St. Mary in the Castle, Hastings for the 950th anniversary of the Battle of Hastings so 

beautifully depicted as part of this remarkable life work.  

Visit this amazing exhibition before 16 February. Details in Page 10. 

 Photographs and story courtesy of 1066 – A Medieval Mosaic.      

                    Mike Bowen 

 

   Michael Linton with Guinness World Record Rachael Linton  
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Beyond the Wall 

Wassail! 

It may be a very ancient ritual, but wassail is apparently enjoying a comeback amongst city 

hipsters, of all people. Well, here at Beyond the Wall we’re obviously pretty cool. We’ve been 

gathering in January to bless the fruit trees for a few years, now, and I think the orchard performs 

the better for our efforts. 

The cold clear day predicted for the 20th January 

wasted itself on the Friday, so it was a group of 

hardy souls that braved the rain to celebrate the 

preparation for a healthy spring, and to eat, drink 

and enjoy a bit of music together. Traditional 

earthy music was supplied by the Martlesham 

band ‘Bards of the Heath’, and the staff at the 

walled garden provided a choice of food and 

mulled cider (and it was rumoured, fruit juice). 

Together these entertainments convinced 

everyone that it was quite nice outside and we 

processed around the orchard to gather at a 

decorated apple tree, where we heard an address 

by the King and Queen of the wassail, made a toast 

to the tree, sang a wassail carol and then made a 

racket with whistles, drums and rattles to drive 

away any loitering demons. 

Want to know if the magic has worked? On the 

Sunday 13th May you’re invited to Blossom Day at 

the walled garden, and on October 14th, Apple Day. 

If by Friday August 10th you’re at your wit’s end the 

obvious cure will be our Mad Hatter’s Tea Party. 

Keep an eye on this column in WOBUL – we’ll keep 

you informed. 

 

Beyond the Wall provides an almost unique resource for training adults with additional 

needs/disabilities. Maybe you would have time to volunteer some support in helping our clients 

to achieve? The project might also be a resource for those of you who would enjoy being part of 

the garden restoration, or the efforts to bring attention to our work by helping with the tea room.  

If you think you’d have the time contact us on: 01379 788700 

Admin@beyondthewall.org.uk 

www.beyondthewall.org.uk 

mailto:Admin@beyondthewall.org.uk
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VILLAGE HALL DATES FOR YOUR FEBRUARY DIARY 

Wortham Morning Yoga Tuesday             06,        20, 27    10:00 – 11:30 

Wortham Midday Yoga Thursday      01, 08,       22,      11:45 – 13:15  

Ballroom   Monday            05,        17, 24    18:30 – 20:30 

Tea’s Made   Wednesday                 07, 14, 21, 28       14:00 – 16:30  

Pilates    Wednesday                   14, 21, 28    09:30 – 10:30 

Gentle Exercise Mornings Thursday            08, 15, 22   09:30 – 10:30 

Gentle Exercise Evenings Wednesday            07, 14, 21, 28      19:30 – 20:30 

 W&B Sunday Club  Sunday                         04    09:45 – 11:00 

 W&B Parish Council  Tuesday                         20   19:30 

 Wortham Tennis Club  Thursday      01, 08      16:30 – 17:30 

 Good Companions  Tuesday        13,     27   14:00 – 16:30 

 Private Function  Saturday      03     11:00 – 23:59 

 Private Function  Saturday            10                 12:00 – 23:59 

  

 

 

      WOBUL is published monthly as a service of the Wortham & Burgate Community Action Programme 

Members of the CAP: Terry Quinn (Chairman), Michael & Paddy Richards, Jacky Bradley,                                               

Sheila Rudland, John Payton, Pete Antill, John King and Chris Williams (Treasurer). 

Editor: Mike Bowen. The Chalet, Union Lane, Wortham. IP22 1SP.                                                                                                           

Tel: 01379 650192   email: wobul@mcb-biz.net 

The Editor thanks all contributors for their timely submissions and states that the views stated herein                                    

are his or those of the article contributor and not of the W&B Community Action Programme. 

mailto:wobul@mcb-biz.net

