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BURGATE NEWS 

Churchyard clean-up – Saturday 2nd May 
There will be a general clean-up of the churchyard on Saturday 2nd May starting at 10.00 am.  All are welcome to 
come along – this big effort makes it easier for those on the weekly maintenance rota.    

Church Flowers                                  Hall Cleaning    Churchyard  
 

2nd May  Flo Tyler     Fee Robertson    Chris  
9th May Liz Chapman        Barry 
16th May Liz Chapman        David 
23rd May Fee Robertson        Liz/Rod 
30th May Fee Robertson        Alan 

 
 

A Walk in the Wood – Monday 4th May  
This year we are very lucky to have access to Burgate Wood – which is very rarely open to the public  There will 
be tours on tractor and on foot.  Come along to Burgate Little Green from 2.00 pm to 5.00 pm. 
 
Teas, coffees and other light refreshments available.   Don’t miss this unique opportunity to see a truly hidden 
part of the English countryside. 
 

The Friends of Burgate Church – Saturday 27th June 
are very pleased to announce that once again the Suffolk Singers have accepted our invitation 
to perform a summer concert in St Mary’s Church.  This will be on Saturday 27th June at 7.30 
pm.   Tickets will be £12.50 each and include a glass of Pimms and canapes in the interval. 
 
Although the final programme has yet to be decided, it is likely to range from Renaissance folk 

songs to spirituals and light music.  A truly memorable evening is in store with one of Suffolk’s major choirs under 
the direction of Claire Weston, a previous principal soprano with English National Opera.    
 
Contact Gina Cole on 01379 783718 or ginacole49@gmail.com for tickets. 
 

The Kettle’s On 

Don’t forget – every Tuesday at the Church Hall in Burgate.  Do come along and enjoy a hot drink 
and homemade cakes, meet your neighbours, catch up with old friends, bring children.  10.00 am 
until 12 noon.  Look for the ‘A’ board by the side of the road. 

 
                         

A Defibrillator for Burgate 
Thanks to the generosity of villagers, Burgate now has its own defibrillator, in a secure box attached to the wall 
of the Church Hall.    A big well-done to Barry Cole who liaised with the East Anglian Ambulance Service to 
acquire the defibrillator and then organised the pledges of money to purchase the secure box.   Thanks also go to 
Wortham and Burgate Parish Council and the Friends of Burgate Church.   Barry is in contact with the Ambulance 
Service to arrange training sessions in the Church Hall on how to use the defibrillator and will advise on dates 
shortly. 

 

mailto:ginacole49@gmail.com
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Do you or someone you know need help with transport? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Borderhoppa is a local community transport charity operating a door-to-door service in the North 
Suffolk and South Norfolk area.  

We currently have funding from the Big Lottery to provide free transport for 16 to 24 year olds for 
travel to and from job clubs, job interviews, skills training etc.  If this applies to you, please call 
01379 854800 so that we can help. 

Our Dial a Ride service is also open to anybody 
that does not have the use of any other 
transport facilities. To use our service you need 
to become a member & pay a membership fee, 
fares are then priced depending on distance 
travelled.  

We can take people to local appointments at 
doctors, dentists, hairdressers, vets etc; to 
work, to visit a friend or relative or anywhere 
you wish to go within our catchment area.  

We provide group hire for not for profit community groups & organisations with our 16-seater 
accessible mini buses. We operate outings for our members throughout the year to pub lunches, 
sea side, boat trips, shopping, garden centres etc. 

If you would like to make a booking or would like more information on any of the above, please 
call 01379 854800 or visit our website: www.borderhoppa.org 
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Garden notes by Linda Simpson 

April and May are such glorious months it is hard to decide what to choose to write about.  

Everything looks fresh and of course there are now so many flowers – bulbs early perennials and 

trees and shrubs.  

One shrub that makes my heart sing at this time of year is a 

viburnum. There are many different forms of viburnum 

but if you only have room for one this is the one to have. It 

is viburnum carlesii or the cross from it, viburnum 

burkwoodii. The glory of it is its wonderfully fragrant 

flowers which on a sunny day will wafts a sweet but not 

cloying scent across the garden. The flowers appear in 

pompoms at the ends of the branches and are white 

tinged with pink in bud. There are a number of different hybrids some of which have pinker flowers 

and they are all well behaved and easy to keep in check if required by pruning  some of the older 

stems immediately after flowering.  

As regular readers may know I am a great fan of decorative grasses in the garden. In the main they 

usually perform well later in the season and greatly add to the late summer / autumn borders. 

However there are some forms that flower or appear early and are well worth having.  

Although some of these are thought of as ‘grasses’ they are 

not strictly grasses but sedges. One such is sedge called carex 

obnupta. Horrible name but it has the most dramatic black and 

white flower spikes at this time of year.    

I grow mine on the edge of an area that is lined with a 

waterproof membrane and where I plant those plants that 

prefer not to dry out too much. Having said that, my plant of 

carex obnupta is on the fringe of this area and does seem to 

tolerate dry conditions from time to time.    

The other decorative grass looking good at this time of year, 

which I may have written about before, has an even more 

horrible name – hakonechola macra aurea. I don’t know if it 

has a common name but could certainly do with one!   

 

Its bright leaves light up a shady area and look good all year. In the winter the leaves turn a russet 

colour and stay on the plant giving interest throughout until you decide to tidy them up before the 

spring growth begins. It seems to tolerate a wide range of conditions and is hardy even in our garden. 

These ‘grasses’ may not be in the foreground of the spring eruptions of flower but are still worth  

having for a  more subtle sideshow in one of your borders.    
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WARTS presents 

"QUARTET" 
A comedy drama by Ronald Harwood 

 
Four ageing opera singers are thrown together in a home for retired 
musicians, where they contemplate their fading talents, the delights 
of growing old and the imminence of death, whilst at the same time 

attempting to recreate their finest hour, one last time. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Botesdale Village Hall 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday 21st-23rd May at 7.30pm                      

(doors open 7pm). 

 

Tickets £8 (concs £7) from Redgrave shop, Rickinghall 

Newsagents and Wortham Post Office                                                 

or telephone 01379 687580 

 

Licenced Bar 
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OSILIGI CHARITY PROJECTS – NEWSLETTER 

The Charity is only 5 years old, but we have already seen some great improvements around 
Olepolos Kenya through working with our partners in the Maasai community. Now, 155 of the 
poorest children are receiving an excellent education at the school we built, there are 2 sources 
of clean water, a health clinic, and we have repaired 7 broken hand pumps. During 2015, we are 
launching 2 new programmes: an orphanage come safe house and a project to turn sunlight into 
food. 

Our school meals are looking a whole lot greener. We 
are growing enough onions, kale, spinach, beetroot 
and peppers to feed 165 children and staff twice a 
week. That’s no mean achievement for novice 
gardeners. The success of the school project plus 
some money from a donor for agriculture and water 
projects has started what might turn out to be a life-
saving new venture – the turning of sunlight into 
food (via electricity and water). Here is our caretaker, 
Wambua, tending the school’s vegetables. 

Local land owners are donating 5 separate plots of 1 acre. On each plot, we will supply a solar 
powered borehole and split the 1 acre into 50 allotments for use by the poorest in the 
community. The water will irrigate the allotments and be sold to the local community. The 
money raised will pay for the bore-hole maintenance.   The mothers will be able to feed their 
families with what they grow and maybe even sell the surplus at the market. It is potentially 
lifesaving because drought (happening so often) means there is often no food here whatsoever. 

The Clinic is up and running. Over 1000 school 
children have been de-wormed. Two community 
health workers aged 21 have been walking long 
distances to evaluate health. Men are often out 
or away with their animals so it’s the women and 
children who are checked.  

They have diagnosed 3 cases of diabetes, now 
being treated and have dressed a serious dog 
bite. Ringworm next please! Every child at school 
seems to have it as we see when their hair is 
shaved. School rule: hair must be plaited close to 

the head or shaved. Here the head Teacher is doing it 

Picture a teacher straddling a pit toilet, showing 25 new four year olds how to use a 
toilet.  Starting school is always scary but even more so when the school is so different from 
your mud hut home. Around 60% of the huts have no access to a toilet so the children come to 
school not knowing what to do. Oh the joys of being a teacher. We cannot remember writing 
that in the job description. 
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We are often asked about FGM (female genital mutilation), a pre-marriage ritual across Africa 
from around age 13. Until now we have not needed a policy because all our school girls have 
been young. Since Kenyan law banned FGM it has ceased in many urban areas and it has 
diminished in rural areas. At our school, we are aiming for zero FGM.                                                       
To protect our girls we will be using a multi-pronged approach:                                                                                                                
We will be teaching girls to know their rights and to give them confidence. 

 We will ask AMREF, a charity with much experience and success of working with the 
Maasai, to hold a forum for parents to educate them on the risks and the law. 

 We will tell parents that if any girl undergoes FGM, the school will inform the police. 

 We will tell parents that if any girl is subject to FGM we will expel their son from school. 
This is tough but anyone wanting early marriage for their daughters is not serious about 
education. 

 Finally we will build a safe house and orphanage at the school for any girl in our care at 
risk. We will start fundraising for this project soon to have it built before next year. Our 
oldest girl is aged 11. 

We want zero FGM at our school and hope that the spin-off will be greatly diminished FGM in 
the wider community. 

 Help – everyone wants our water! 

Our solar powered bore-hole is under siege. We built 
it for the school and the surrounding community. 
However, the 2 bore-holes in the closest town of 
Kisamis are both broken due to bad maintenance and 
poor management, so people come to us by foot, 
bike, bring donkeys or send a motorbike taxi to 
collect water. We sell water for about 3p for 20 litres. 
This covers the maintenance cost of the bore-hole. 

We are always happy when a sponsor meets their sponsor child. Eric had a wonderful visit to 
meet Siamanta, here in red. We don’t know who was most lost for words or most shy but they 
soon got on like a house on fire. She invited Eric to her hut to meet the family and share tea. 

Eric will be taking some of the burden off Roger 
by managing the pump repairs project. We hope 
to repair around 50 broken hand pumps over the 
next 12 months. 

If any sponsor would like to visit their child, there 
is now some good ‘Western style’ accommodation 
close to the school. Just speak with us. 

Helen and Roger Pannell                                                                                                                                                  
March 2015 

 

http://www.osiligi.org/orphanage/
http://www.osiligi.org/wp2/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/IMAG0195.jpg
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SHEILA RUSH REPORTS 

National Champion          
Wortham resident Carole Baker who plays for Diss & District Bowls Club retained her Over-
60s Singles crown after returning from the National Finals in Nottingham with the trophy 
once again, having safely progressed through the semi-finals with a convincing 21-7 success. 
Carole continued her impressive form this season to overcome England international player 
Doreen Hankin in what was a hard-fought 21-17 victory. Carole, who has also represented 
England and twice been crowned Champion of Champions also reached the quarter finals of 
the Over-60s Pairs event along with partner Pat Last, losing by just one shot. ‘This is what 
can be achieved even if you belong to a smaller club like Diss & District’, said Carole 
following her success. 

Highest Honour                                                      
A Wortham girl, Hannah Lond has become the first person in her Guides unit to earn the 
most prestigious award that can be given by a Guide. Hannah, of 2nd Diss Guides was 
presented the Baden Powell Challenge Award by District Commissioner Francesca Batley 
during a special ceremony held at the Scout & Guide HQ in Heywood Road. A pupil at 
Hartismere School in Eye, Hannah obtained the award through activities such as raising 
money for the Guide Friendship Fund and helping in international Guide projects. She is now 
a member of the 2nd Diss Senior Section unit and volunteers as a Young Leader with Diss 1st 
Brownies.                                           “Many congratulations, Hannah!” 

Memorial Seat                                            
A lovely wooden memorial seat has been placed on Wortham Playing Field facing the tennis 
courts by her family in memory of Hazel Lond, who sadly died last year. 

Tea Shop charity barrow                                                                                           
Wortham Tea Shop has a bring-and-buy charity barrow on which you can leave your surplus 
fruit and vegetable produce. The charities being supported are EACH and East Anglian Air 
Ambulance. 

_____________________ 

 

Travelling by Train 

A few years ago, I decided to visit my sister who was living in France. I assumed that most 
French people would speak English. I found that many people only spoke their own language 
and this included the ticket inspector on the train. He punched my ticket, and then chatted 
cordially for a bit, making several expansive gestures. I simply nodded from time to time to 
show that I was interested. 

When he had gone, an American tourist, also on the train, leaned forward and asked if I 
spoke French. ‘No’ I admitted. ‘Then that explains,’ she said, ‘why you didn’t bat an eyelid 
when he told you that you are on the wrong train!’ 
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TRY WALKING IN MY SHOES 

Thanks to everyone who has donated shoes for our upcoming charity summer sale in 
Diss. We still need shoes through May and early June, especially men’s shoes, so 
please ask your friends and family to check their wardrobes and cupboards! 

Lesley and Mike 
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BILL’S BIRDS 

As predicted my first Chiff Chaff was in the woods near Little Fen at Redgrave on 23rd March.  My next was 
in the woods at Thelnetham Fen, singing out loudly from the tops of the leafless trees proclaiming its 
territory before any colleagues arrive.  Brave birds, they may be the first but will the weather be right to 
support their food supply?  So far this seems to be a good year. 

The other spring song I heard on Redgrave Fen, also on 23rd March, 
was that of the Little Grebe.  I have missed it in recent years, but there 
it was, a high-pitched trilling song, easily picked up with those of good 
hearing, or—albeit for those of later years—hearing aids.  The Little 
Grebe, also a water bird, is much smaller than the Great Crested 
Grebe, and is a black bird of the ‘there it is, no it’s gone’ habit, as it is a 
frequent diver.  Incidentally, the other bird with a similar but finer 
trilling song is the Gold Crest which is now audible to me with the help 
of a hearing aid.   

The other report to me (I don’t necessarily see them all) was a Sea Eagle over land between Palgrave and 
Rookery Corner, Wortham.  I queried it but the reporter knew all about Red Kites, and this bird was ‘much 
bigger’, added to the fact that I had noted in the local press that the Sea Eagle had been seen elsewhere 
over Suffolk at the same time. 

Another unusual raptor, the Merlin, was seen at Sapiston.  This is our smallest 
raptor and was surprised having a free meal of a dead Wood Pigeon.  This bird 
nests on mountains and moors in the north.  It is not common.  It is 
occasionally seen in Suffolk in winter.  Piotrowski’s ‘Birds of Suffolk’ mentions 
‘one or two individuals visit annually in north west Suffolk’, so it may be a 
family winter haunt.   

On 27th March I was phoned by an excited watcher who had seen an early Cuckoo whilst golfing on the 
Suffolk coast.  Not recognised by ‘cuckooing’ but in flight—similar in size and shape to the Sparrow Hawk 
but a straight flight from tree to tree—it flaps its wings and then glides.  At the other end of the Cuckoo’s 
summer visit to us, I once saw a Cuckoo in our old garden in Botesdale where it had been happy to 
consume all the caterpillars on my Spring greens (4th October).  I was too late in observing the caterpillars 
but had the reward of a very late Cuckoo! 

If you want a quick local revision of different wild duck nearby, go to 
the small lake at Little Fen, Redgrave, just near the South 
Lopham/Redgrave road.  There are Mallard, Tufted, Widgeon, Teal, 
Shoveler and plenty of Gadwall.  Somehow only about one pair of 
each, except for the Gadwall.  To add to my list of unusual birds on 
this lake, on 7th April there was a pair of Oyster Catchers, a wader, 
black and white with bright red bill and legs. This little patch of 
water at Little Fen never ceases to surprise.   

At last a Song Thrush has been singing from a silver birch in our garden, seen and heard.  Also we have a 
Robin’s nest, no wonder one, and possibly two, have been singing all through the winter. 

Late news: a Swallow has been seen on 8th April at Hinderclay.  Spring is moving on. 
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Twinning News  

 

Our hearts sank when we heard that there was to be a French air traffic controllers’ strike on the 

day we were due to leave for our visit to our twinned French town of Hédé. 28 members from 

Wortham and Burgate Twinning were expected, 19 of us flying from Stansted with Ryanair. Our 

French hosts had worked hard to provide an exciting programme of visits over an action-packed 

three and a half days.  Briefly we hoped all would be well since the Wednesday flight, also on a 

strike day, went ahead as scheduled.   

However, when we checked on Thursday we learned that our flight in the afternoon had been 

cancelled. We knew that there were at least 19 seats available on Friday so after a quick ring 

round everyone went on line and amazingly we were all able to rebook for the Friday flight. The 

minibus to the airport was hastily rearranged and so we managed to get to Hédé albeit a day late. 

Twinning visits are always tremendously enjoyable and quite hectic. This was no exception. Four 

lucky members  who had travelled over by car, combining the visit with extra holiday/ visits to 

friends benefited from the Friday programme of a visit to a garden  followed by a cookery 

workshop/ game of petanque. The rest of us joined them in the evening for a wine tasting before 

having supper with our hosts. The weekend gathered pace from there with sightseeing , shopping , 

gala meal with entertainment and a great deal of laughter and goodwill between us all.  

Developing the links between the schools here and in 

Hédé and nearby Tinténiac is of great importance to us so 

we were very pleased to have a presentation from two 

young pupils of Hédé School for us to bring back to share 

with the schools here. We are hoping that we can support 

the schools in any efforts to learn more about each 

other’s way of lives.  

 

The shortened weekend passed all too quickly but we are pleased that friendships are not limited 

to the ‘official ‘group twinning visits. One couple from France returned to stay with hosts here for 

a short holiday. One of our French hosts is joining the Garden Lovers Group when we visit The 

Hampton Court Flower Show and young people both from Wortham and Hédé have been able to 

organise work experience exchange visits through our Twinning contacts.   

Further visits, for Jazz aux Ecluses - a popular jazz festival held by the waterway just outside Hédé - 

and the Christmas Markets here and in France, are also planned.  
More information about all our activities can be found on our Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/WorthamBurgateTwinning. Anybody interested in becoming a member of 

Twinning can contact Chris Grocott (01379 893388) for further details.  

 

http://www.facebook.com/WorthamBurgateTwinning
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PALGRAVE COMMUNITY CENTRE CINEMA 
    

New digital surround sound system  
  ‘Fantastic, just like a cinema now', ' Superb sound and vision'          

    

Saturday 6 June, 7:30pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

£5 Tickets available at Wortham Post Office & Store 

or reserve from robert.moore321@btinternet.com and pay on the door 

Full support programme, 

Licenced Bar and Ice Creams 

available during intermission 

Full support programme, Licenced Bar and Ice Creams 

available during intermission. 

Sat 11 July, 

8pm 

THE SECOND 

BEST EXOTIC 

MARIGOLD 

HOTEL 

 

 

  

mailto:robert.moore321@btinternet.com
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   HERITAGE CIRCLE                                                                                                                             
Nick Sign, Servants in Suffolk Country Houses 1750-1900 

Nick Sign explored different aspects of the life of a servant in a Suffolk country house between 1750 and 1900 
when he spoke to the April meeting of the Heritage Circle at Rickinghall Village Hall. 

The upper classes were very dependent on their servants.  The butler tended to manage the male servants but 
the housekeeper directed the females, except for the kitchen staff who were the responsibility of the cook.  
Servants had a rigid hierarchy.  Junior servants were expected to defer to their seniors.  For example, the 
housekeeper was always referred to as ‘Mrs,’ irrespective of her marital status.  Her authority was shown by the 
large bunch of keys that she was likely to carry. 

Servants undertook a range of tasks within the house.  Their working day began at dawn and finished at about 
11pm.  Holidays were unknown.  The butler managed the footmen and valets who served meals and catered for 
the needs of the male members of the family.  In addition, gamekeepers, gardeners, grooms and coachmen 
worked in the grounds of the house. 

Female servants often had to undertake hard physical tasks.  A lady’s maid would care for her mistress, but the 
housemaids would carry coal to the many fires around the house and undertake the cleaning.  Women employed 
in the laundry had a hot, wet, and smelly job.  Kitchen staff had to ensure that the stoves were blacked and pots 
sparkling, as well as producing meals for the family. 

There was a preference to employ servants from agricultural areas as they were thought to be more ‘tractable.’  
Families often encouraged girls to go into service as it was respectable employment.  Some women advertised 
their availability for posts such as companions in newspapers like The Times.  There were also agencies offering 
servants and hiring fairs existed in some areas into the late 19th Century. 

All servants were lowly paid.  Accounts for Ickworth House in 1853 show the butler received £85 per annum.  The 
groom earned £70 with a valet getting £26.  The wages for women were lower.  The housekeeper was given £30 
for the year with a maid being paid £14.  There could be perquisites, such as meals and accommodation, but 
there was always the fear of what would happen when the servant became too old to work.  Many ended in the 
workhouse. 

There were strict controls on servants.  The invention of a bell system to call for service meant that staff were 
often not seen.  Romances were not allowed with other servants.  In Palladian houses, the ground floor was the 
workplace for servants and they often slept in the attic. However, in the later neo-classical houses, conditions 
deteriorated for servants as the family occupied the ground floor so that they could access the garden.   
Consequently, servants worked and often slept in the basement, deprived of natural light.  The houses too could 
have problems of dampness, vermin and poor sanitation ‘below stairs.’  However, after the First World War, 
conditions tended to improve for servants as there were other sources of employment, especially for women in 
offices and shops.  Employers had to offer more if they were to attract and retain staff. 

Servant life did offer some security while they worked.  They had food and accommodation, along with some 
other benefits.  They could gain some social status but there was a loss of personal freedoms and a passive 
temperament was required to cope with the life.  

The next meeting of the Heritage Circle will be at 7.30pm on Wednesday 27 May at The Village Hall, Rickinghall 
IP221HD when David Eddershaw will give a talk about Pakenham Watermill.  Further information about the 
Heritage Circle is available on its website, www.heritagecircle.onesuffolk.net.    

 Gerry Gurhy 

http://www.heritagecircle.onesuffolk.net/


Page 18 
 

 

TEA’S MADE 
Every Wednesday afternoon in Wortham Village Hall 

You are invited to a weekly meeting with a difference. There is no agenda, no 
objectives and nothing on sale. Just a weekly opportunity to have a chat with 
others in this village over tea and cake between 2 and 4 pm on Wednesday 
afternoons 

There is no sponsor, no ulterior motive and no pressure to do anything other 
than sit down and chat with old friends or perhaps to meet new neighbours. 

The recent Parish Survey revealed that there are more than 50 people living 
alone in our village and they may be particularly interested in a weekly outing 
to have a natter. The Parish Survey also showed that ‘chat with neighbours’ 
was the second most used source of information, so here’s your chance to 
catch up on whatever interests you. 

And the cost to you for this ‘get together’ over a cuppa and cake? Whatever 
you like! We will have to pay for the hire of the village hall and buy supplies for 
the refreshments, but contributions are voluntary. If you’d like to help cover 
the costs, we suggest 50p or £1. 

Volunteers are needed to man the kitchen and perhaps make the occasional 
cake. We may also need volunteer drivers to pick up those without transport. 
If you don’t have a car and cannot get a lift, booking the community bus could 
be a good solution. Ring Gordon on 01379 897109. 

TEA’S MADE started in Wortham Village Hall on Wednesday 21 January. Please 

spread the word to your neighbours and then just show up.  

For more information, to express interest or volunteer to be an occasional 
driver, contact Miriam Quinn on 01379 898 864. 
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SEE IT, HEAR IT, REPORT IT 

Detectives are appealing to local communities to help them put an end to a series of 80 burglaries across 
Suffolk and south Norfolk by launching the ‘See it, Hear it, Report it’ campaign.   

The campaign is being supported by a retired couple from a village near Bury St Edmunds, who were 
victims of a burglary at the start of this year and have spoken about the effect it had on them.   

Operation Domain was launched by Suffolk Constabulary in response to the break-ins, which currently 
number 68 in Suffolk and 12 in Norfolk, dating back to November 2014. These have predominantly taken 
place in the Babergh and Mid Suffolk districts, with St Edmundsbury and Suffolk Coastal the other areas 
most affected.   

The burglaries are being linked by police due to the similarities in their nature and forensic evidence that 
has been obtained from the crime scenes. The typical features of these break-ins is that they occur in rural 
areas, usually in the afternoon or early evening, involve forced entry to the property and with jewellery the 
main target for the criminals.   

Although officers are following a number of leads in pursuit of the burglars, police are appealing for local 
communities to be on the look-out for any suspicious behaviour in their villages and not to disregard 
persons or vehicles that appear unusual or out of place.   

As the majority of the burglaries in this series involve houses being entered by force rather than because of 
insecurities, detectives are asking people to be their ‘eyes and ears’ and help catch those responsible for 
these crimes.   

The ‘See it, Hear it, Report it’ campaign runs alongside the well-known burglary prevention message ‘Close 
it, Lock it, Check it’, but places an extra emphasis on the importance of community intelligence in providing 
crucial leads to apprehend the offenders.   

Neighbourhood Watch schemes are a vital element of the local intelligence picture, and residents are 
encouraged to join their local scheme if one exists, or set one up if their village or community does not 
have one.   

Members of the public can also sign-up to the Police Connect messaging service, which will provide them 
with direct updates by phone or email about crime in their area. Further information can be found on the 
Suffolk Constabulary website www.suffolk.police.uk   

Detective Inspector Nick Power, of Bury St Edmunds CID and who is leading Operation Domain, said: "This 
is an alarming amount of burglaries, causing misery and distress to a vast number of individuals and 
families across Suffolk and also into Norfolk.   
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"We gather forensic evidence at every crime scene and have several lines of enquiry that we are pursuing 
in relation to these burglaries, but the vital key to catching these criminals could be provided by a member 
of the public calling us with information about something they have seen and believe to be suspicious.   

"My direct appeal to local communities is to not just ignore something you see or hear that seems out of 
place. This could include a suspicious vehicle outside your neighbour’s house or hearing the sound of glass 
smashing nearby.   

"Note down the car registration number or description of any suspicious persons you may have seen and 
report it to us if you believe it to be unusual. These criminals may present themselves as genuine callers, so 
if their behaviour seems odd then let us know.”   

"I would also urge people to get involved with Neighbourhood Watch as this is a vital resource for 
preventing crime and helps to foster community relations. The mere presence of Neighbourhood Watch 
signs are known to act as a deterrent to criminals, as they are a strong warning that they are entering an 
area where people look out for one another.”   

Two victims of an Operation Domain break-in, a retired couple from Barrow whose home was burgled 
earlier in the year, have spoken out about the impact the burglary had on them, saying:  "On one day in 
January we left our home in the morning with all doors and windows closed and locked, the side gates 
bolted and the garage locked.   

"On returning home in the afternoon, the front of the house appeared as normal, but a huge shock 
awaited. We found that the French doors to the lounge had been forced open and the bolts broken. We 
went upstairs and stood looking in utter disbelief for a minute or two and then dialled 999. We saw the 
drawers in our bedroom had been pulled out and the contents strewn over the bed and floor. Likewise 
wardrobe doors were open and the contents thrown down. The other bedrooms had also been searched 
and wardrobe doors and drawers opened.  

"In our bedroom small jewellery boxes containing earrings and chains had been emptied, then thrown 
down. Some costume jewellery had been discarded and thrown down too. Several missing items were 
particularly upsetting being of sentimental value. One was my wife’s gold chain, the last major gift of her 
late mother some thirty years ago and also there were earrings and brooch presents from my late sister.  

"The police arrived very quickly. We were much impressed by their response then and on subsequent 
visits. Intruders had apparently climbed over a neighbouring fence to the rear of our property.  

"That evening we surveyed our bedroom and realised it would take time to return it to order. We, 
therefore, went to the spare bedroom and used the room for a week before we could bring ourselves to go 
back to our room. We felt we did not wish to use our bed cover again even if it were washed and therefore 
purchased a new one.  

"Despite the fact that everywhere was locked we find ourselves checking and rechecking before leaving the 
house. We take a rational view of the event but we still find ourselves constantly watching for any sign of 
disturbance when we come in. Worst of all is the sense of the invasion of privacy.” 
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DATES FOR YOUR MAY DIARY 

Wortham Morning Yoga  Village Hall  Tuesday               05, 12, 19, 26  10:00 – 11:30 

Wortham Lunchtime Yoga  Village Hall  Thursday              14, 21, 28  11:45 – 13:15 

Gentle Evening Yoga   Primary School  Thursday        07, 14, 21, 28  19:00 – 20:30 

Ballroom Dancing   Village Hall  Monday                        04, 11, 18, 25  19:00 – 20:30 

Sewing Class    Village Hall  Monday                11, 18  09:30 – 14:30 

Good Companions   Village Hall  Tuesday                12  14:00 – 16:30 

Tea’s Made    Village Hall  Wednesday        06, 13, 20, 27  14:00 – 16:00 

Parish Council    Village Hall  Tuesday                      19  19:00 – 21:30 

General Election   Village Hall  Thursday         07   All Day                   

Village Hall Committee   Village Hall  Thursday  14  14:00 

School Friends   Village Hall  Sunday         17  16:00 – 19:30 

Polymer Guild    Village Hall  Sunday         17       10:00 – 15:00 

Private Function   Village Hall  Friday    29           10:00 – 13:30 
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